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Hello,  

I am Ella, the new editor of the Hutton Parish News.  

I am super excited for this role and I am really enjoying 

the job so far.  

I have lived in Hutton almost my whole life and I have 

been involved with many aspects of it over my childhood 

including the pre-school, primary school, Brownies and 

Guides and being involved in events such as wassailing, 

the village show and the May Day Parade.  

I have just graduated from Bath Spa University in English Literature and Creative 

Writing. I hope I can use these skills to give back to the village I have lived my 

whole life. 

I want to thank the Parish council and Polly White for welcoming me and support-

ing me in this role. The Hutton Parish News has developed so much over the years 

in Polly’s hands and I hope I can fill these shoes.  

Thanks you! 

Letters to the editor 

From Ivan & Wendy Smith 

We would like to thank everyone for their generous donations of cash and gifts fol-

lowing our recent fire. The support received from the village has been both over-

whelming and wonderful . As you can see  repair work has begun, although it will 

be awhile before we can return home. 

Many people have mentioned our hiking in their notes, our insurance company has 

already replaced some of our gear and we are back out in the hills. 

Special thanks to the Orchard family for their assistance in the immediate aftermath. 

The most important thing is that both us & our cats escaped unscathed . 

Thanks again for the generosity , support and continuing good wishes. 



Parish Council News 

 

Elmhurst Play Area Refurbishment 
 

Phase 2 of the Elmhurst Play Area refurbishment is now complete. A big thank you 
must go to the Parish Council Lead on this project - Cllr Ben Groom. Ben has 
worked on the project for over 2 years and has liaised and consulted with users, 
contractors, National Lottery, North Somerset Council and subsequently dealt with 
the dismantling, removal and disposal of the old equipment and the installation of 

the new play equipment. The Parish Council will now look to secure funding for 
Phase 3 of the refurbishment. Further detailed information on the Elmhurst Play Ar-

ea refurbishment can be found in this edition.  
 

Hutton Wassailing 
 

On a very cold evening in January, it was Wassailing time again, with the Hutton 
& Dabaso Twinning Association Committee holding its annual Dabaso fundraising 
event. Another big thank you must go to all at the Hutton & Dabaso Twinning 
Association Committee, 15A Moorcroft Road, Walnut Barn and the Wassailing 
event volunteers for this extremely well organised and enjoyable traditional Hut-

ton community event.   
 

North Somerset Council – Hutton Speed Reduction Plan – 20 MPH Scheme 

Following the North Somerset Council and Parish Council - Hutton Speed Reduction 
Plan – Public Engagement Event on the 27th October 2022 and the on-line elec-
tronic consultation platform (now closed), the Parish Council has now received 

North Somerset Council’s feedback on the event and on-line consultation.  

The 20 MPH scheme is currently being designed by North Somerset Council, for its 
planned implementation in 2023. Whilst this design phase is underway, the Parish 
Council will continue to consult with North Somerset Council on the Parish Council’s 
and parishioners preferred option, which is to extend the 20 MPH scheme further 

than originally planned by North Somerset Council. This option is very strongly sup-
ported and endorsed by our District Councillors – Cllr Terry Porter and Cllr Mike 

Solomon who, along with the Parish Council, continue to push North Somerset Coun-
cil for its inclusion in the 20MPH scheme. Further detailed information and an up-

date on the 20 MPH scheme for Hutton can be found in this edition.  

 



 North Somerset Local Government Elections - May 2023  

This year will see the North Somerset Local Government Elections – to be held on 
Thursday 4th May 2023 – for the Parish of Hutton, this includes both the District 
and Parish Council. Once the Councillor nomination packs and statutory notices 

are published by North Somerset Council and have been received by the Clerk to 
the Parish Council - Steve Cope, then all the applicable materials will be produced 

and information will be put on Parish Council noticeboards, web site and social  
media. North Somerset Council will also have a communications network in place 

with their magazines and notices. Further detailed information on the North  

Somerset Local Government Elections 2023 can be found in this edition.  

Coronation of His Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen Consort – 

Coronation Weekend - 6th – 8th May 2023 

With the Coronation of His Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen Con-
sort taking place on Saturday 6th May 2023 and with other Coronation events tak-
ing place over the rest of the additional Bank Holiday Coronation Weekend, the 
Parish Council will offer support and advice to any individual groups wishing to 

hold events in the Parish of Hutton. Further information on the Coronation Weekend 

can found in this edition. 

Final Thoughts 

The days are getting longer, the daffodils are showing, spring is on the way! 

Please stay safe. 

Peter Dutton, Chairman, Hutton Parish Council 

 

Parish Council Financial Information on the Web Site 
The following information is available on the web site www.huttonsomerset.org.uk/

financial-information:  

• Audit Reports. 
•  

• What does the Parish Precept Pay For? 
•  

• Financial Regulations.  
•  

• Financial Risk Assessment.  
•  

• Expenditure and Income to date for the Financial Year. 
•  

• Precept requirement.  
•  

• Parish Council budget for the current Financial Year.  Na 
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about:blank


PUT YOUR HANDS UP! 

BLOOMERS  

NEEDS YOU OR YOUR DONATIONS 

 

 

Dear Residents of Hutton , Elborough &  

Woodside - 

If you enjoy flowers & the Christmas tree in our 

parish, then we need your help to keep them . 

Hutton Bloomers are no spring chickens &  

numbers are lower than we need. There are 2 

volunteers from Elborough, 28 from Hutton & 1 

from Woodside.  

So can you think of anything YOU can do? We 

need more hands.  

We would love help with;  

Hands on planting - as much or little as you 

can do. 

Watering Friday & Saturday , every two 

weeks with the van. This takes about two hours. 

Elborough will now be included in watering. Thanks to the one Bloomer who has 

kept flowers alive there for a few years on her own with a watering can. 

Odd DIY jobs, gardening & admin when needed. 

Help with fund raising - make or buy a cake and help with refreshments at fund 

raising events. 

We are planning a Coffee morning & cake stall with BACON ROLLS & later this 

year a quiz & would love you to attend. We would like to see some families, so 

would any young Mums /Dads able to run a table? a story corner? Or a planting 

table to encourage new Bloomers? 

 



Remembrance Sunday 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to help in any of these ideas & are able to sponsor us, do you 

know about the plaques we put in among the flowers. These can be for  

remembrance or anniversarys. 

 Unable to do any of that? - then a simple donation to Bloomers however small 

would be appreciated.  

BUT Bloomers needs help from residents in the parish . Please try & help in some 

way. Ideas welcome. 

Let's have a show of  

             

Thank you from  

The Bloomers Team 

    

Any questions please contact Bloomers co - ordinator Louise - 

email Louisebeamish162@gmail.com 

Any offers of help please contact Elizabeth - email elizabethcayford@aol  



                                 Hutton Village Hall 

As you will all be aware, energy prices have increased dramatically both 

domestically and to a larger extent for business premises. The Village Hall 

is considered to be business premises and is subject to the higher charges being 

imposed by energy companies. To give you an example, our energy bills prior to 

the major increases were on average £750per month. Over the last two months, 

the bills have been in excess of £2,000 per month. The largest contributory factor 

to the increased charges was the price of gas, which, for December, accounted 

for £1,800 of the total bill. 

You will no doubt agree that drastic measures are going to have to be taken to 

help keep the village hall functioning as a community facility. The Village Hall  

Executive Group are currently looking at what measures we can take to alleviate 

these problems. One of the things to be discussed at our next committee meeting 

will be increasing the hiring charges for all users. We do want to avoid any major 

increases. However, this will be open for discussion when we next meet in March. 

As the main area of expenditure appears to be our gas usage, it is intended to 

switch the boilers off completely which will affect the heating in the whole of the 

building. To counteract this, it is intended to purchase a number of electric,  

ceramic fan heaters to use throughout the building and to limit the use of them so 

that they will only be on when groups are present in the building. We have  

researched the running costs of these, taking into account the average number of 

hours that the building is actually occupied, which rooms are regularly used, the 

amount of energy that will be used by these heaters and the increased efficiency 

of these over the antiquated system that has been in place for over 40 years. The 

results of all of this shows that we could be saving over £750 per month at the 

most conservative estimate. This is a significant step to take and we will be rely-

ing on all of our users to be vigilant and energy conscious when using the  

building. 

We are ever hopeful that energy prices will begin a downward trend before too 

long. However, in the meantime we must ensure that we keep the village hall  

financially secure. In the future when we are more financially secure, it will be up 

to us to look further afield for energy solutions and seek funding for greener  

energy initiatives, but for now we have to make do with the situation as it is and 

try hard to help keep the Village Hall as the centre of community activities for the 

whole Parish of Hutton. Thank you for your understanding on these matters. 

Please help us to help you and keep Hutton Village Hall actively engaged with 

the community. 

Steve Cope – Chairman on behalf of the Village Hall Executive Group. 





Hutton Ladies  

 

Our last meeting for 2022 was on 6th December. It was lovely to see so many 

members who braved the chilly evening to come along to the Christmas 

meeting, and bring a contribution to a lovely buffet spread.  

We started the evening off with a photo session. Don Bailey, one of our Hutton 

residents, kindly came along to take a photo of us all and made a lovely job of 

making us look good!!! Thank you Don.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then played a few games of bingo and two lucky winners received vouchers 

for Hutton Garden Centre. The buffet followed with wine and soft drinks and 

lots of chatter which was great. This was followed by a festive themed quiz and 

a raffle, with some lovely prizes, some of which were donated by local business 

including Sandra’s Hair Salon in the village, the Old Inn, Parklands Café in  

Locking and Hutton Garden Centre - a big thank you to them all for their much 

appreciated contributions.  

We had a lovely evening and even welcomed some new members - a great way 

to round off our 2022 meetings.  

Our first meeting in 2023 was on Tuesday 10th which commenced with the 

Hutton Ladies Annual General Meeting (AGM). Following the usual nominations 

and re-elections, it was agreed that the existing committee members will  

continue to serve for another year. 

 

 



After the AGM, our speaker for the evening was Mr Graham Sparks who gave a 

very informative presentation and slide show on the life and career of Morecambe 

and Wise (also known as Eric & Ernie). As I am sure many of you will remember, 

the much loved double comic act worked in variety, radio, film and television, the 

most well-known television show being the BBC’s `Morecambe and Wise Show’. 

During its time, the show featured many famous guests such as Shirley Bassey,  

Andre Previn (or should we say `Andre Preview’) , Des O’Connor and Angela      

Rippon to name but a few. 

In addition to many interesting facts about the comic duo’s life and career,         

Graham’s presentation included several old famous television clips, and some pre-

viously unseen footage as well. As you can imagine, the evening provided for 

much laughter. Future meetings will continue to be held on the first Tuesday of 

each month in the village hall, commencing at 7.00 p.m. We would be happy to  

welcome you.                         Lyn Dutton & Julia Anderson 











Open Spaces and Recreation Areas 

Despite the wet and often cold weather, work has continued to enhance and  
improve these assets. Ground conditions across our parks and open spaces remain 
muddy and slippery in places. Please take care when enjoying these areas. If you 
wish to submit any of your photographs whilst out enjoying our beautiful open 
spaces and recreation areas, please do submit them via e-mail to huttonnewsedi-
tor@gmail.com or bgroom@huttonsomerset.org.uk for the next edition and in-

clude a brief description. 

Des Phippen Park 

The hard work is set to continue with a working party taking place on 11th  
February. Work will be undertaken within the orchard to prune, replant and clear 

sections. Thanks to Mr John Wheatley for offering to help with this work.  

Thatchers Cider Company is also running its community orchard campaign once 
again and an application has been submitted on behalf of the Parish Council. 
Look out for further updates in the next edition of Hutton News. New apple trees 
will be planted where necessary to replace any fallen trees that cannot be  

rescued and ensure that this fantastic community orchard continues to thrive.  

The re-wilding areas that were cut-back last year, now await the arrival of Spring 
to begin encouraging further growth of wildflowers and continue  

attracting the vital bees and insects to this wonderful space.  

At the end of last year, work was completed to relay the pathways throughout the 
park and the cutting-back of reeds, removal of some over-hanging tree branches 
and wooden pallets on the island replaced. Further work to tidy up the island will 

be completed once water-levels have dropped.  

Elmhurst Play Area  

Work commenced in early January on phase two of the play area refurbishment 
project and was completed by the end 
of the month. Our thanks go to North 
Somerset’s Leisure Service team for the 
grant awarded to help complete this 
phase. The roundabout has now been re-
placed with an inclusive version suitable 
for children of all abilities, including a 
pathway way and new safety surfacing. 
A new set of junior swings has been in-
stalled to replace the old set, relocating 
these to where the spring rockers were 
previously positioned. This includes an 
inclusive swing chair and new safety sur-

facing. 

mailto:huttonnewseditor@gmail.com
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Activity panels have now been ordered and should be installed within the park 

by late March/early-April. Our thanks go to the last year’s Year One pupils, 

staff, friends and family from Hutton Primary School who raised funds from a 

reading challenge, to help towards the costs. The two panels selected are a  

sliding-tile frog puzzle and a flip-over noughts and crosses’ game.  



Please note that this play area 

does have a Public Space  

Protection Order in place which 

means no dogs are allowed in 

this space.  

 

Village Green 

Following the clearance of  
overgrowth in the former quarry, 
1st Locking & Hutton Scouting 
Group will begin utilising this 
space and assist in keeping it 
clear. Maintenance work on 
gates and fences will be carried 
out over the coming months 

around this area. 

Public Space Protection Orders are in place and all dog walkers are kindly re-
minded to keep their dogs on a lead where signposted, always clear up after 

them and to please use the bins provided.   

If anyone sees anything of interest or of concern in any of our Parish Council owned 
open spaces or recreation areas or if you wish to loan any of the Parish Council 
owned wildlife study equipment, please contact the Parish Council Office in the  

Village Hall.  

Please continue to enjoy all our open spaces and recreation areas, responsibly, 

safely and whilst following government social distancing requirements.  

Cllr Ben Groom 



Coronation Day Saturday 6 th May 2023 

The Coronation of King Charles III will take place on Saturday 6 th May 2023, as 

part of an additional Bank Holiday weekend to celebrate the occasion. It is hoped 

that you will all celebrate by organising local street parties or attending any events 

going on locally or in Weston super Mare. 

Local Government elections take place on Thursday 4 th May 2023 which, for our 

area includes both the District and Parish Council. In effect, this means that on the 

day of the Coronation, there will not be a Parish Council until such time as new  

Councillors have met and signed declarations of acceptance of office, which will 

take place on Monday 22nd May. As we will not know who is going to be elected to 

the Parish Council at that time, current Councillors cannot make any financial or  

planning decisions for Parish wide events. 

However, whilst the current Councillors are in office, the Parish Council will offer  

support and advice to individual groups wishing to hold events. This includes request-

ing any required road closure notices (which must be submitted as soon as possible) 

for local street parties and offering the use of St Mary’s Field and Scout Hut  

facilities free of charge and our public spaces to anyone wishing to book them. 

We will also advertise your event in the April edition of Hutton Parish News, print 

and laminate posters for the events and any other support that we can freely give 

to support events being organised. 

If you wish to discuss any of your events and ask for support, please contact the 

Clerk to Hutton Parish Council on clerk@huttonsomerset.org.uk or by telephone on 

01934 813871 (weekdays between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.) 



20 mph Scheme in Hutton 

 

A meeting between members of Hutton Parish Council, our two District Councillors 
and North Somerset Council was held on Tuesday 7th February to further discuss 
the proposed 20mph scheme for Hutton. The Parish Council and our two District 
Councillors have petitioned for an extension of the 20 mph speed limit Eastwards 
from the proposed end point on Hutton Hill to a point beyond Windmill Hill and 
Canada Coombe. Additionally an extension of the limit to the West of the pro-
posed site on Oldmixon Road. At the open public consultation meeting in October, 
which gave parishioners the chance to comment on the proposals, it was evident 
that residents strongly agreed with the Parish Council and District Councillors  
recommendations. This was also reflected in the online consultation which was open 

until mid-November.  

 

All meeting attendees agreed that these extensions to the limit were needed on 
what were considered by the Parish Council and parishioners (as shown in the 
2021 Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Survey Report and October public  
consultation) to be the most dangerous positions of the road leaving and entering 
the village. Pedestrians, dog walkers, cyclists, and horse riders regularly use  
Hutton Hill to access Canada Coombe and Windmill Hill for recreation  
purposes.  The layout and width of the road, along with blind corners and junctions 
make it a danger not only to them, but also to road users in vehicles. The lack of 
safe pedestrian walkways going West from the village is the reason why it is  
considered imperative that the speed limit is extended further along Oldmixon 

Road.  

 

The meeting on 7th February was very positive with both sides articulating their 

thoughts on the proposals and the desired outcomes. It was agreed that the North 

Somerset Council Head of Highways Technical Services would discuss the  

requirements of the Parish and District Councillors with his team and direct them to 

look at a revised scheme to facilitate our requirements. This may include the  

design and implementation of “build outs” in the road to narrow the driving line 

and make it feel like drivers are entering a low speed zone which signposts alone 

will not achieve. The Head of Highways Technical Team will direct his staff to at-

tempt to get revised plans published for further discussion with the Parish Council 

by the end of March, at which time site visits can also be made to establish the  

requirements outlined above.  







Mar     

6th  HVH 7pm Parish Council Meeting  Hutton PC 

14th  HVH 7.30pm AMG, slide show and  

refreshments 

Horticultural Society  

19th Church 10am Mothering Sunday  

Service  

St. Marys Church 

Apr     

3rd HVH 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting Hutton PC 

9th  Church 10am Easter Sunday Family 

Communion  

St Marys Church  

18th  HVH 7.00pm Annual Parish Meeting  Hutton PC 

23rd  HVH 2pm Weston Group Race 

Day 

NCS 

May     

4th HVH 7 a.m. to 

10 p.m.  

Local Council elections North Somerset  

Council 

7th HVH  Plant Sale Horticultural Scy 

22nd  HVH 7 p.m.  Annual Parish Council 

Meeting (first meeting) 

Hutton PC 

Forthcoming Events 



Next issue April 2023 Copy date April 1st Forthcoming issue June 2023 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in ‘Hutton News’ are not necessarily those of Hutton Parish 
Council, or of the Editor. 

Wassailing 2023 

Beautiful Views In Hutton 


